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CONTENT 

1. Research purposes and objectives 

1.1. Research purposes 

Comprehensive and systematic study of the life cycle rituals of the Dao Quan 

Chet to clarify Dao ethnic diversities through a local group. On that basis, the changes 

and current issues of the life - cycle rituals have been recognized, thereby contributing to 

preserving the traditional culture of the Dao Quan Chet in Ba Vi District, Hanoi City. 

1.2. Research objectives 

The dissertation focuses on rituals related to the life cycle of the Dao Quan Chet in 

Ba Vi including birth, marriage, cap sac and funeral. 

The specific content of the study includes the rituals and the manner of 

organizing rituals, the traditional life cycle rituals characteristics of the Dao Quan Chet; 

function, value; the variation and the causes of that varriation 

2. Methodology 

The dissertation uses ethnographic, secondary, statistical, comparative, analytical, 

and synthesis methods to clarify the rituals of the Dao Quan Chet in Ba Vi. The 

ethnographic method is more focused. 

3. Key results and conclusions 

Results 

- The dissertation analyzes the natural, socio - economic and cultural characteristics 

of ethnic minorities that affect the life cycle rituals of the Dao Quan Chet in Ba Vi. 
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- There are 4 main rituals in the life cycle of the Dao Quan Chet in Ba Vi, thus 

drawing the characteristics and comparison with other groups in other provinces. 

- The functions and values of the life cycle rituals of the Dao Quan Chet are 

analyzed to better understand the role of life-cycle rituals for the individual and the 

Dao group. 

- The dissertation also analyzes the changes, causes and some issues relating to 

the life cycle rituals of the Dao Quan Chet in the current context to take measures to 

preserve and promote the values of these life cycle rituals. 

Conclusion 

1. Ba Vi Commune, Ba Vi District, Hanoi City is the residence of more than 

2,000 Dao Quan Chet people. Before the August Revolution, they lived by swidden 

farming on Ba Vi Mountain. After the Party and the State campaign in the 1960s to 

move people down the countryside, the Dao Quan Chet moved down the foot of the 

mountain to settle in three villages: Hop Nhat, Hop Son and Yen Son. However, the 

migration process took place in many stages, the Dao Quan Chet continued to cling to 

forests and were slow to adapt to this new life; They do not live intertwinedly just only 

adjacently to the Kinh and Muong people in the area; Besides, the sense of preserving 

the culture of the people is quite good. Therefore, the Dao Quan Chet still retain their 

typical cultural features including life cycle rituals. 

2. By studying the ways and solemnities associated with the rituals of the Dao 

Quan Chet, it can be seen that the life cycle rituals are compulsory for every human 

being. It is strongly influenced by the Three Religions and is deeply affected in Taoism. 

Life-cycle rituals are closely related to each other, one ritual is the premise for the 

following ritual to be performed. The life cycle rituals are also deeply transformative. 

After experiencing the ritual, individuals change their position in the family and society. 

3. The life cycle rituals of the Dao Quan Chet in Ba Vi District have many 

similarities and differences compared to Dao Quan Chet tribes in other places. 

Similarities are expressed in each ritural as a whole as well as in many details of the 

ritual. However, the biggest difference is the reception of the worship of the Tan God 

and the people who have publicly founded Ba Vi land in rituals. In addition, in each 

specific ritual, there are differences that highlight the cultural identity of the Dao Quan 
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Chet in Ba Vi such as: the concept of virginity of the woman; only do cap sac ritual for 

married men, only one ritual  in the life including 3 lights and 7 lights; just choose the 

death days and not choose the time to bury; not only sent soul of the death to 

Yangzhou but also sent the soul to heaven (the territory of the Thai Tao senior); 

4. The life cycle rituals of the Dao Quan Chet in Ba Vi have clear psychological, 

social, cultural and educational functions. Rituals are used as a psychological solution to 

support the sentimental spirit of the recipients to overcome difficult transitional stages, 

helping them to believe in life. In addition, it creates a social scene that recognizes the 

transformation of each individual, helps maintain the order and guidelines of the 

community, and represents the status of each individual and family in that community. 

This is in line with what Malinowski and Radcliff Brown put forth in their studies in 

terms of the psychological and social function of rituals. Life cycle rituals help convey 

and consolidate the culture of the community and educate people to live in good deeds, 

to do righteous things, to foster good morals, to build a better society.  

5. The life cycle rituals of the Dao Quan Chet in Ba Vi District bring historical 

values, community cohesion and preservation of the traditional culture. Through rituals, 

we can know the historical origins of the Dao Quan Chet, their migration and settlement 

in Ba Vi land. The rituals also help to preserve intimacy among members of the 

community and keep them more connected. Rituals are also a method to preserve  

traditional cultural features such as costumes, cuisine, Nom Dao script or folk art forms 

such as: dancing, singing, musical instruments (bells, drums, trumpets, horns, etc.). 

6. The current life cycle rituals of the Dao Quan Chet in Ba Vi have exxperienced 

certain changes such as: sacredness in rituals has gradually declined; awareness in the 

change of roles, the position of the recipients in the ritual is also blurred. Some styles of 

the rituals are also changed. Many youths conceive of carrying out the ceremonial 

procedures; they no longer believe in the power of the ritual. The most significant 

change is the wedding ceremony. The reasons for the changes are changes in socio-

economic conditions, urbanization, cultural exchanges and especially the subjective 

desire of the Dao Quan Chet. Compared to material culture, the life cycle rituals have 

changed slowly and, not surprisingly, the more sacred rituals have changed the least. 
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7. The above changes of the life cycle rituals are raising many issues of concern. 

At present, the youth do not really pay close attention to life cycle rituals. Many rituals 

are performed formally, reducing the sacredness. Local officials have no effective 

solutions to cultural preservation. The comprehensive study of the culture of the Dao 

Quan Chet, in which the life cycle rituals are not properly concerned. In addition, the 

number of professional wizards are decreasing. The number of people who can read and 

write Nom Dao scripts are very limited, mainly the elderly. The next generation does not 

really have the desire to learn about the culture of their ancestors. For the above issues, 

the local cultural authorities should provide practical solutions. Solutions should be 

developed in conjunction with economic development, ensuring people's living needs. It 

is necessary to promote the propaganda and dissemination about the Party and State's 

policies to the people, support the well – being of people in order to built strong cultural 

families and villages, provide classes to teach Nom Dao script, teach pa dung traditional 

singing methods and traditional dances of the Dao for younger generations to understand 

the customs, rituals and meanings of the life cycle rituals. In addition, it is also essential 

to organize cultural exchanges, to increase the national pride of the younger generation 

within the Dao Quan Chet. There should be extensive research on the overall culture of 

the Dao Quan Chet, especially the life cyle rituals. Books written in Nom Dao scipt 

should be translated into common languages so that younger generations will have easy 

access to valuable materials for traditional cultural preservation. 
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